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Military and police security sources have indicated that 
since February of this year there has been a massive reduction 
in both the Montonero and the ERP logistic, intelligence and 
combative capabilities. Most recent estimates of Montonero 
strength is approximately 800 combatives, scattered throughout 
the country. The central area of concentration is in Buenos 
Aires, La Plata and the surrounding provinces. Activities 
in most areas of the interior are limited. The Montonero 
central leadership is in Europe and recent attempts to in- 
filtrate leaders back into the country for short visits have 
not been successful. There, is a definite breakdown in leader- 
ship and many of the Montonero groups are functioning without 
overall guidance, intelligence or logistic support." Conse- 
quently; the cells/platoons have been given freer rein 'in 
selecting targets . For the most part, targets are limited 
to safe, sure,- easy hits. Kidnappings have become increasingly 
difficult due to the lack of personnel, the inability of cells 
or platoons to contact one another and coordinate activities 
and, most important, the destruction of safe houses. Statistics 
available show a very sharp drop in kidnapping activities from 
September I, 1976 until September I, 1977. 


Earlier this year, all Montonero elements were requested to 
become combative and to stage attacks during commemorative 
holidays such as August 22, the anniversary of the Trelew 
massacre. However, inspite of apparent concentration of effort, 
the level of terrorist activity was not significantly increased 
over that period. The Mont.onero monthly publication, Evi t a 
Mo ntonero , which is used to laud their successes and encourage 
further activity, has had little to report over the last several 
months. Additionally, the quality of the publication itself 
even since March 1977 has deteriorated due to confiscation of 
printing resources by the security forces. There have been 
numerous defections from the Montone ros and police report a 
considerable amount of cooperation on the part of the public 
in reporting suspicious terrorist activities. These observa- 
tions tend to reinforce the security services official view 
that the Montonero combative strength has been destroyed. 
However, they still retain the capability for assassination 
of easy targets, for minor political agitation in factories 
and universities and on the international front, political 
opposition to the present government. 
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